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Essay #1 La Boheme	
1. La Boheme is an opera in four acts that was composed by Giacomo Puccini in the period between 1893 and 1895. It was composed to an Italian libretto that had been composed by Luigi Illica and Giuseppe Giacosa based on a story by Henri Murger that was titled ‘Scenes de la vie de boheme’. The story, which is set in 1830 Paris seeks to showcase the Bohemian lifestyle lived by a poor seamstress and her friends. 
In act one, the opera introduces us to Marcello and Rodolfo, an artist and a poet respectively. They are keeping warm on Christmas Eve by burning pages from Rodolfo’s latest drama. They are then joined by Colline and Schaunard, a philosopher and musician respectively. The act shows the friends having a good time with every new addition, however, Rodolfo meets Mimi and they set off together. In the second act, Rodolfo introduces Mimi to the group whereas Marcello encounters a former lover who walks in noisily in the arms of her new lover. In act three we see confrontations between lovers whereby Mimi and Rodolfo almost separate but decide to remain together whereas Marcello and Musetta keep up their quarrels. In act four Rodolfo and Marcello are separated from their girlfriends hence they reflect on their loneliness. Mimi shows up weak and sickly upon request to be taken to Rodolfo. They reflect on the good times they had and Mimi dies leaving Rodolfo devastated. 
2. Performances around my birth date are characterized by numerous references to love stories and historical marriage set ups whereby the woman would be at home taking care of her home whereas the man would be out participating in the war or either hunting for something for the wife to prepare as a meal. The most outstanding performance is the Tristian Und Isolde which was performed at the Metropolitan Opera house. It is a very heart wrenching performance about lost love.  
3. In an opera, verismo refers to a style of opera that incorporates realist concepts. The word verismo is an Italian word that means realism. The verismo style of opera was first observed in Italy in the 1890s. Verismo operas are characterized by ordinary characters in lower-class settings and simple plots. 
4. A bohemian, with reference to the opera’s characters, is an artist or thinker who leads an unconventional and free life whereby they wander from one place to another while barely surviving on their art. 
5. The perfect example of a bohemian in recent history that I would think of is Virginia Woolf a renowned writer who is already dead. 
6. The Sorbonne and Luxembourg gardens are related to ‘La Boheme’ due to the fact that they are both places where people can go to express themselves. The bohemians loved to be outdoors since they mostly lived in shabby apartments. For instance the green and spacious Luxembourg gardens appear in ‘Scenes de la vie de Boheme’ as the place where Rodolfo goes to look for romance. 
7. I think that these locations are important to a contemporary lifestyle because they offer comfort and relaxation which is a key aspect of a contemporary lifestyle. These locations not only offer luxury but also comfort that is easily accessible. 
8. The link between Henry Murger and ‘la boheme’ is due to the fact that ‘La Boheme’ is based on his semi-autobiographical story. He was passionate about the bohemian life because he believed that bohemians are people who keep their dreams alive hence they live everyday creating beautiful works of art which they use to express themselves. 
9. The Broadway rock musical titled ‘rent’ by Jonathan Larson is based on La Boheme hence it entails themes, lyrics from the opera and plot twists to express the bohemian lifestyle. The musical also showcases modern issues that affect the society, for instance, drug addiction, AIDS and homosexuality. 
10. The first performance ‘O soave fanciulla’ was by Teresa Strata and Jose Carreras. It based on La Boheme and showcases the passionate declaration of love and affection between Rodolfo and Mimi. This performance is slow, heartfelt and passionate whereby they take their time to showcase their love in words and actions. 
[bookmark: _gjdgxs]The second performance is also ‘O soave fanciulla’ by Luciano Pavarotti and Fiamma Izzo d’ Amico. It is based on the same scene between Rodolfo and Mimi whereby he allows his friends to leave without him since he wants to spend time with Mimi. In this performance, the singers do not come off as passionate lovers but rather the performance feels rushed. 

 
